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May 30,2006

Stagy Berry :
Division of Oil, Gag and Mining
P.O. Box 145801
Satt Lakq Cify,'Utah 84f14-t80i - '-

Re: GMMA request for records concerning Horse Canyon Mine, LiIa Canyon
Extension C/007/013

Dear Ms. Ber-ry:

Pursuant to tlrb Government Resords Access"and Management Act (GRAMA),
Utatr Code Ann. $ 6.3-2-1 0l et sed., Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance (SUWA)
requests thd rbcordst identified b-efow. This GRAMA request per@ins to lesortls ' ,. 
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p iepared f ro rnNovernbgr .9 , . .2005- to th9 .p resen1 . ' - . , , . . .
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1 . Any and all correspondence (including, but qrot limited to, e-mails and-hand-
written noteg) and any records relatin$ to correspondence, (i,noluding, but not' 
limited to, e-mails, telephgne calls, and hand-written notes), prepared by Division
of Oil, Gas and Mining (DOGM) staff regarding the Horse Canyon Mine, Lila
Canyon ExtensionC!A0t7/013, Tn-is would |4clr$" internal DOGM r
correspondence (i.e., intra-Division correspondflrce), as well as external
corresponde,nce (i.e., e-mails between DOGM and UtahAmerican Energy, Inc.).

-- '-'- t--'-2,, T)ay plmrriers-an&'of otrertirne ftaiagernait'oryanizers of aitDOGM sta{f
members curre, tly working on the Elorse Canyon Mine, Lila Canyon Extension'C|W7/0I3, 

or who worked on tlreHorse Canyon Mine, Lila Canyon Extension
C1007/013 between November 9,2005 and the present.

' , /t Please note the-term'tecotd'is d.efined in Utah Code $ 63-2-103(19) as I'all books, letters, documents,
papers; mapsr plan$ehittpgiifhsi.,fillris;eards,itapes,'rgcordings, elepgonic data;,oroffrcr dpguq:leqtary
mhterials regardless of physicalform or characteristics, which is prepared, owned, receiv'ed, or retained by
:? govenrrqntr! enhtf of ,pslitigfl g$dlnlsp*i.qn*+re,fproducible. Based on this definition, documentary
material iuih as dayplannen dnd/or bthir'time nranae;inent slsanizers are intended to be included as a
record un,io $,or-iritiltr9).'Wttir; tr"r rcqestiiiir# iofQod.itotincl.rd.'teitiiadiri{ibh:tiUdi6f utah
Code $ 6-3-2-302@@\ as'constitutiri$'aclear unwarranted.invasion ofpersbiral,privriof SUffA;expects
that DOGI\4 will'rnake revery efliirt to.cor-rpl! with,the letter and spiril of GRAMAjs goal of qansparelcy
in statg agency deqision inaking processes 
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tfiEtffHltgli3i11 records.
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DIV, OF OIL, GAS & MINING

' 
| 425 East 100 South

I Satt Lake City, Utah 8l717
I Phone: 801-486-3161
I
I Fax:801-486-4233
I
I Website: www.suwa.org
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, . This r€Quest i,s rnade on q9h4f Af SUWA, qUt$-based non profit organization
with thousands of,members iri Utah and elsewhere thronrghout the United States.
SUWA's overirching goal is to protect Utatr's remaining wildlands - lands owndd by the
{meric'an putlic and administered on our behalf by the Bureau of Land Management
(BLM) and various state agencies"such as DOGM. SU;WA staffand members have a '

long-standing interest in'the management of public lands, includiqg public lands in Utah
impacte{ or threatened by coal mining.

Release of the records described in this request will primarily benefit the public
and substantially contribute to its understanding ofthe govemment's policies and
activitieS concerning management of coal mine permits, aswell as policies and activities

' conceming environmental protection and areas eligible forjnclusion in the National
Register o{I{istcricPiaces. SUWA makes isgrrnatidrf'Ce*Oentring marrugsrrt€nt of stste
and federal lands available to their members and members of the public through
publications, public meetings, electronic and printed iction alerts, press releases, phone
c'6lls, administrative appeals, ffid litigation, among other means.

SUWA has participated in public involvement opportunities on nunerous BLM
and DOGM proposed actions in Utah, ild in appeals relating to coal mirting. SUWA has
made information public about threats to historic, archaeological or cultural lands and
other BLM lands across the nation through the presentation of public comment, the
preparation of action alertso plgls releases, their newitetters, the filing of administrative
appea'ls, and the production ofreports. For example,inZnOZ; SUWA published a report
entitled :'Presgrving PreHistory'Wildemess: a Sar.rctuaryJor Utah's Ancient.Treasures,"
which discussed rooir ofthe most pressing current threats to culhral and historic
properties. In addition, SUWA has been at ttte forefront of National Historic
Preservation Act litigation and wbrks closely with various state and federal agencies; as
well as Indian tribes and other hon-profit orgarrrzations on these issues. SUWA will
make the information obtained from'this request available to their members and other
groups, including but not lirnited to the Nati,onal Trust for Historic Preservation. SUWA
may also make available to the media newsworttry summaries of the requested
documentso ffiwi:tt as newsworthy documents thernselves. Finally, release of the i

, $tIW.A;uck dgnnizations sr citizens lo.ppsort eomment
on proposed agency or state or county actionl concerning coal mining in Utah.

Release of the informatiron will empower members of SUWA and mernbers of the
' public to engage in public advocacy dfforts fo pfotect and conserve.BlM wildlands, aild

will enabte SUWA, its members, and the public to rnore effectively evaluate the need for
appebl and litigation. SUWA is a not-for-profit corporation and does not seek these
documents for commercial use.

Accordingly, SLIWA requests that all copy and research fees be waived pursuant
to Utah Code g 63-2-203(a)(a). A fee waiver is justified because the information
requested is likely to sontrjbute significantl) to public understanding of the operations bf
the govenrment, and is not priparily in SUW.A's oommercial interest, as described ̂
above.. 

'We 
fully expect that Such a waiver will be granted. However, if a waiver is not
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granted,.please inform thc rmdenigned of the cost of disclosing the above-described
records if such fees are likely to exceed $15.00.

Inrthe event that your office intends to wjthhold any records or portions thereof,
state law requires that we receive an index of such docurnents, identiffing each document
and explaining the alleged legal grounds fol withholdpqg. See Utah Code g 63-2-205(2).

Thank you f,or your prompt attintion td this request. As provided by Utah
Codeg63-2'204,IlookforwardtoyourrespoRsewithintenworkingdays.
Please feel ftee to call me 6t (801) 486-3161 with any questions or concerns.
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